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v RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action dated July 1, 2003, in which the Examiner has 
required a further restriction of Group I, namely Claims 1-3, 5-14, 17, 21-22, and 24-30. The 
Examiner has required an election of a distinct nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:l, SEQ 
ID NO:3, or SEQ ID NO:5. Applicant hereby provisionally elects with traverse to prosecute the 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 and expressly reserves the right to file divisional applications or 
take such other appropriate measures deemed necessary to protect the inventions in the remaining 
claims. 

First, Applicants wish to point out that no where in the specification or claims is there 
reference to SEQ ID NOS:3 or 5. In fact, there are only two sequences in the sequence listing. The 
additional sequences are provided as GenBank accession numbers. This is because these sequences 
were published sequences in the art. 

The invention is drawn to an acyl-CoA thioesterase nucleotide and amino acid sequence 
from make and its use in modulating acyl-CoA thioesterase expression. Other sequences noted in 
the specification that can be used in the methods of the invention include the known sequences 
GenBank Accession Nos. AF124264 and AF124265. Accordingly, there is no burden on the 
Examiner to consider these sequences in the methods of the invention when considering SEQ ID 
NO:l. Thus, the restriction requirement should be withdrawn and all the sequences considered 
together. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examination of this 
case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this application can be expedited. 
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It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those, which may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of this 
paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1 .136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605, 



Respectfully submitted, 




W. Murray Spruill 
Registration No. 32,943 
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